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BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETNG 

JULY 20, 2020 

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT ON JULY 20, 2020, THAT THE BENTON COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS MET IN REGULAR SESSION AT THE BENTON COUNTY 

COURTHOUSE @ 6:00 PM. 

 

AGENDA 
 
 
Opening of meeting was by Sheriff Kenny Christopher. 
 
 
Invocation was led by Mayor Brett Lashlee and Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner 
Presson. 
 
 

ROLL CALL BY COUNTY CLERK WANDA MALIN 
             ===============================================================  

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:      COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: NORMAN FRAZIER   
 

DIST. 1  ANGIE HERN   WARD PLANT (CHAIR) DON PATTON  

DIST. 2  DAYNA FERGUSON KENNETH MILLER ROCKY PRESSON 

DIST. 3 KELEAH DYE     GARY FURR 
 
DIST. 4 SONNY HALL  PHIL MELTON  DOUG VICKERS 
 
DIST. 5 RACHELLE HILL  JANET HIGDON  ROSANNE WARD 

DIST. 6  DARRELL HICKS  RONNIE HOPPER   MARY POWERS 
 
 

================================================================     
 

 

AGENDA 
 

1. Opening of Meeting by Sheriff or his appointee. 

2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Roll Call by County Clerk or Chief Deputy 

4. Announcing of Quorum by County Clerk, Wanda Malin 

5. Approval of Agenda (VV) 

6. Citizens Forum 

7. Commissioners Forum 

8. County Mayor, Attorney, Finance Advisor, Invited Guest Speaker Forum, or Proclamations  

9. Approval of Minutes  (VV) 

10. Report of Public Utilities  (VV) 

11. Resolution to declare an enclosed trailer obtained by the Sheriff’s Department from the LESO program as surplus property and allow disposal per the Sheriff’s discretion. 

(20200720-01)  (VV) 

12. Resolution to declare four Hewlett Packard printers in the Trustee’s office as surplus property and allow disposal per the Trustee’s discretion. (20200720-02) 

 (VV) 
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13. Resolution making a budget amendment to the 20-21 FY budget to remove the $28,000 increase for commissioners pay and revert these funds back to the unassigned fund 

balance within the county general fund.  (20200720-03) (RCV) 

14. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $70.60 received from the annual interest earned from the Will and Testament left by Ona W. Florence to help assist the Project 

Help with the Benton County Electric System.  (20200720-04) (RCV) 

15. Resolution budgeting funds within the County Coroner/Medical Examiner budget in the amount of $175.00 received from the State of Tennessee for the ROI Fees in order 

for supplies and materials to be purchased.  (20200720-05) (RCV)  

16. Resolution to appropriate funds in the amount of $6,574.07 from the Litigation Tax Reserve and budget to Other Public Safety Building Improvements in order to update 

the cabling throughout the jail building.   (20200720-06) (RCV) 

17. Appointing Notaries (VV) 

18. Any Other Business 

19. Adjourn 

ANNOUNCING OF QUORUM BY:  CHAIRMAN WARD PLANT 

Presentation by Donna Barrett 

Donna Barrett gave an update on the Hotel/Motel tax audit and the change to the Private Act to 
add State Government owned hotels, lodges and campgrounds as entities that must collect and 
remit occupancy tax.   

Motion was made by Commissioner Miller and seconded by Commissioner Patton to suspend the 
rules of order to bring up RESOLUTION 20200720-08.  On a roll call vote, all present voted 
Aye.  Motion Carries. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Patton and seconded by Commissioner Hicks to Approve 
RESOLUTION 20200720-08.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 20200720-08 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE AN AMENDMENT TO THE PRIVATE ACT 
AUTHORIZING BENTON COUNTY TO LEVY AN OCCUPANCY TAX 

 
WHEREAS, the Benton County Board of County Commissioners has previously voted to request the State General Assembly to amend the Benton County Private Act of 1994, 
Chapter 189 to add State Government owned hotels, lodges and campgrounds as entities that must collect and remit the county occupancy tax 

WHEREAS, the State General Assembly has honored the request of the Benton County Board of County Commissioners and recently amended the Private Act of 1994, Chapter 
189 pending a subsequent 2/3rd majority vote of the Benton County Board of County Commissioners to confirm; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Benton County, Tennessee, meeting in regular session on this 20th day of July, 2020, 

Section 1.  That the County Occupancy Tax be amended by a 2/3rd majority vote of the county commission as detailed in the proposed amendment to the Private Act of 1994, 
Chapter 189.  

Section 3. That, for purposes of collection of this tax by State Government owned hotels, lodges and campground operators in Benton County, the effective date will be upon 
passage. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Benton County Clerk shall send copies of this approved resolution to the Tennessee Secretary of State after it is voted upon by the Board of County 
Commissioners of Benton County, Tennessee. 
 
Approved this 20th day of July, 2020. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Miller to approve 
RESOLUTION 20200720-07.  On a roll call vote, 16 Ayes and 1 Pass.  Motion Carries. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 20200720-07 

SPONSORED BY THE BENTON COUNTY MAYOR BRETT LASHLEE 
 

 WHEREAS, the Tennessee Department of Economic & Community Development has a reimbursable Tourism Enhancement Grant that was developed to help 
communities improve their tourism assets and increase related economic impact; and 
 WHEREAS, the maximum reimbursable grant amount would be up to $75,000 at a 95/05 match due to Benton County being a Tier 4; and 
 WHEREAS, the county match and upfront project costs will be funded from the Capital Project Fund, which is already budgeted in this FY 20-21 budget.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, By the Board of Commissioners of Benton County, Tennessee assembled in regular session on this the 20th Day of July 
2020 that the County Mayor be approved to write the 2020 Tourism Enhancement Grant for Benton County to submit and apply for in hopes to receive funding in order to improve 
county tourism and increase related economic impact.  

 

RESOLUTION 20200720-07 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

ANGIE HERN 
 X   X   

DON PATTON 
 X   X   

DAYNA FERGUSON 
 X X  X   

KENNETH MILLER 
 X  X X   

ROCKY PRESSON 
 X   X   

KELEAH DYE 
 X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER 
X       

GARY FURR 
 X   X   

SONNY HALL 
 X   X   

PHIL MELTON 
 X   X   

DOUG VICKERS 
 X   X   

RACHELLE HILL 
 X   X   

JANET HIGDON 
 X     X 

ROSANNE WARD 
 X   X   

DARRELL HICKS  X   X   

RONNIE HOPPER  X   X   

MARY POWERS  X   X   

WARD PLANT - CHAIR 
 X   X   
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CITIZENS FORUM    

COMMISSIONERS FORUM  

COUNTY MAYOR, ATTORNEY, FINANCE ADVISOR, INVITED GUEST SPEAKER 
FORUM, OR PROCLAMATIONS 

Motion was made by Commissioner Miller and seconded by Commissioner Furr to allow the 
County Attorney to represent Benton County on the insurance lawsuit.  On a roll call vote, 16 
Ayes and 1 Nay.  Motion Carries. 

 

LAWSUIT 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

ANGIE HERN 
 X   X   

DON PATTON 
 X   X   

DAYNA FERGUSON 
 X    X  

KENNETH MILLER 
 X X  X   

ROCKY PRESSON 
 X   X   

KELEAH DYE 
 X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER 
X       

GARY FURR 
 X  X X   

SONNY HALL 
 X   X   

PHIL MELTON 
 X   X   

DOUG VICKERS 
 X   X   

RACHELLE HILL 
 X   X   

JANET HIGDON 
 X   X   

ROSANNE WARD 
 X   X   

DARRELL HICKS  X   X   

RONNIE HOPPER  X   X   

MARY POWERS  X   X   

WARD PLANT - CHAIR 
 X   X   
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APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Motion was made by Commissioner Higdon and seconded by Commissioner Miller to approve 
the Agenda.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries 

PREVIOUS MONTHS MINUTES 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Miller to approve 
JUNE 2020 minutes. On a roll call Vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

APPROVAL OF THE REPORT OF PUBLIC UTILITES 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Miller to approve 
the Report of Public Utilities.  On a roll call Vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

Motion was made by Commissioner Patton and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson to approve 
RESOLUTION 20200720-01.  On a roll call Vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 20200720-01 

 
SPONSORED BY THE BENTON COUNTY SHERIFF KENNY CHRISTOPHER 

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE: PROPERTY, LAW ENFORCEMENT & BUDGET COMMITTEES 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Sheriff's Office has a enclosed trailer that was obtained from the LESO program and; 

 WHEREAS, the Sheriff's Office no longer has need for said trailer and wishes to dispose of it. 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, By the Board of Commissioners of Benton County, Tennessee assembled in regular session on this the 20th day of July, 
2020 to approve the disposal of said item. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Miller to approve 
RESOLUTION 20200720-02.  On a Roll Call Vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 20200720-02 

 
SPONSORED BY THE BENTON COUNTY MAYOR BRETT LASHLEE 

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE: PROPERTY COMMITTEE & BUDGET COMMITTEE 
 
 WHEREAS, the Benton County Trustee would like to declare four outdated and inoperable Hewlett Packard printers as surplus property, which have all been 
replaced back in 2015 and are now taking up storage space in the office: 

 #VNB3TO3922 
 #VNBCTO3833 
 #VNB3TO3915 
 #VNB3TO3924 

 WHEREAS, the disposal of the said property would be at the discretion of the department head.  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, By the Board of Commissioners of Benton County, 

Tennessee assembled in regular session on this the 20th Day of July 2020 that the four Hewlett Packard printers listed above in the Benton County Trustee’s office be declared as 
surplus property and disposed of as the office holders sees fit.  
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Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Furr to approve 
RESOLUTION 20200720-03.  On a roll call Vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 20200720-03 

 
SPONSORED BY THE BENTON COUNTY BUDGET COMMITTEE 

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE: FULL COMMISSION 
 
 WHEREAS, the budget committee included a pay increase in the 20-21 FY budget for county commissioners; and 
 WHEREAS, it was learned that in the 2020 legislative session there was a revision to § TCA 5-5-107 (e) stating: 

(e) Any increase in compensation for members of the county legislative body does not take effect until the beginning of the term 
following the next election of county commissioners after the resolution increasing the compensation is adopted. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, By the Board of Commissioners of Benton County, 
Tennessee assembled in regular session on this the 20th Day of July 2020 that the budgeted increase amount of $28,000 in 101.51100.191 – County Commission Board & 
Committee Member Fees be removed from this expenditure account and put back into the Unassigned Fund Balance within the County General Fund 101.39000.  
 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Miller and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson to approve 
RESOLUTION 20200720-04.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

  
RESOLUTION NO. 20200720-04 

 
SPONSORED BY THE BENTON COUNTY MAYOR BRETT LASHLEE 

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE: BUDGET COMMITTEE 
 

WHEREAS, in a Will and Testament Ona W. Florence left $4,000.00 to Benton County; and 
 WHEREAS, only the annual interest earned can be spent and used to help the underprivileged; and 
 WHEREAS, it will be necessary to budget the interest earned in the amount of $70.60 so it can be used to assist the Project Help with the Benton County Electric 
System. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, By the Board of Commissioners of Benton County, 

Tennessee assembled in regular session on this the 20th Day of July 2020 that the interest earned in the amount of $70.60 be budgeted to the Revenue Account No. 101.44110 – Interest Earned and 
to the Expenditure Account No. 101.51300.599 – County Mayor Other Charges so it can be donated to Project Help with the Benton County Electric System to help aid the underprivileged. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Miller to approve 
RESOLUTION 20200720-05.  On a roll call Vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 20200720-05 

 
SPONSORED BY THE BENTON COUNTY MAYOR BRETT LASHLEE 

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE: BUDGET COMMITTEE 
 

WHEREAS, Benton County receives a reimbursement from the State of Tennessee for ROI fees ($25.00 per death) from the medical investigator(s) submitting 
reports on all deaths; and 
 WHEREAS, Benton County received a reimbursement in ROI fees during the month of June in last 2019-2020 Fiscal Year in the amount of $175.00 for the death 
records that were submitted; and 
 WHEREAS, it will be necessary to budget the funds in the amount of $175.00 within the county coroner/medical examiner budget in this new 2020-2021 fiscal 
year budget in order to help with expenses for supplies.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, By the Board of Commissioners of Benton County, Tennessee assembled in regular session on this the 20th Day of July 2020 that the funds in the 
amount of $175.00 received from the State of Tennessee for reimbursed ROI fees be appropriated from the unassigned fund balance in the county general fund and  budgeted within the county 
coroner/medical examiner budget Expenditure Account No. 101.54610.499 – Other Supplies and Materials. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Patton and seconded by Commissioner Vickers to approve 
RESOLUTION 20200720-06.  Sheriff Christopher pull this resolution. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 20200720-06 

 
SPONSORED BY THE BENTON COUNTY SHERIFF KENNY CHRISTOPHER 

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE: PROPERTY, LAW ENFORCEMENT & BUDGET COMMITTEES 
 

WHEREAS, by previous action of the full legislative body, Resolution No. 20200518-16 was tabled until the July 2020 commission meeting; and 

THEREFORE, the Benton County Jail has a need for additional cabling to be run in the jail; and, 

 WHEREAS, it will be necessary to appropriate the funds in the amount of $6,574.07 from the Jail, Courthouse, Workhouse Litigation Tax Reserve Account and budget to 101.54900.707 – Other 
Public Safety Building Improvements so that the work can proceed. 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, By the Board of Commissioners of Benton County, Tennessee assembled in regular session on this the 20th day of July, 2020 to appropriate funds in the 
amount of $ 6,574.07 from the Jail, Courthouse, Workhouse Litigation Tax Reserve Account and budgeted within the appropriate expenditure account as follows: 

DECREASE REVENUE: 

101.34525 JAIL, COURTHOUSE, WORKHOUSE LITIGATION TAX RESERVE  $ 6,574.07 

       $ 6,574.07 

INCREASE EXPENDITURE: 

101.54900.707 OTHER PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS $ 6,574.07 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

       $ 6,574.07 

NOTARIES 

Motion was made by Commissioner Higdon and seconded by Commissioner Patton to approve 
JULY Notaries.  On a Roll Call Vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

SANDRA RIDGELL HEATHER SCHEIDERER  DEBORA WORKMAN 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Sheriff Christopher has a 10-year old AC unit that needs repaired or replaced.  The cost of repairs 
was over $9,860 and replacement is $12,900.  Chairman Plant suggested that he get another bid 
because it is over $10,000.   

Darrell Hicks announced that he was resigning from the Law Enforcement Committee. A 
replacement will be in the works. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Higdon to 
adjourn this meeting.  On a Voice Vote, all present voted Aye.  Meeting was adjourned. 

WANDA MALIN, COUNTY CLERK, DO CERTIFY THIS TO BE A TRUE AND 
COMPLETE COPY OF THE JULY 20, 2020 BENTON COUNTY COMMISSION 
MEETING. 

 

___________________________________   _________________________________ 

         BRETT LASHLEE, MAYOR      WANDA MALIN, COUNTY CLERK 


