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BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETNG 

OCTOBER 21, 2019 

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT ON OCTOBER 21, 2019, THAT THE BENTON COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS MET IN REGULAR SESSION AT THE BENTON COUNTY 

COURTHOUSE @ 6:00 PM. 

 

AGENDA 
 
 
 
Opening of meeting was by Sheriff Kenny Christopher. 
 
Invocation was led by 3rd District Commissioner Norman Frazier and Pledge of Allegiance was 
led by 5st District Commissioner Rosanne Ward. 
 
 

ROLL CALL BY COUNTY CLERK WANDA MALIN AND DEPUTY CLERK BEVERLY BEAL 
             ===============================================================  

MEMBERS PRESENT:      COMMISSIONERS ABSENT - DARRELL HICKS, ROCKY PRESSON, GARY FURR 

  
DIST. 4 SONNY HALL  PHIL MELTON  DOUG VICKERS 

DIST. 5 RACHELLE HILL  JANET HIGDON  ROSANNE WARD  

DIST. 6     RONNIE HOPPER   MARY POWERS 

DIST. 1  ANGIE HERN  DON PATTON  WARD PLANT  

DIST. 2  DAYNA FERGUSON KENNETH MILLER   

DIST. 3 KELEAH DYE  NORMAN FRAZIER   

 ================================================================     
 

 

AGENDA 
 

1. Opening of Meeting by Sheriff or his appointee. 

2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Roll Call by County Clerk or Chief Deputy 

4. Announcing of Quorum by Chairman 

5. Election of Chairman Pro-Tem (RCV) 

6. Approval of Agenda (VV) 

7. Citizens Forum 

8. Commissioners Forum 

9. County Mayor, Attorney, Finance Advisor, or Invited Guest Speaker Forum 
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10. Approval of Minutes (VV) 

11. Report of Public Utilities (VV) 

12. Resolution to appoint Janet Higdon to the Insurance Committee and Doug Vickers to the Law Enforcement 
Committee to fulfill vacancies due to the recent resignation of Bill Kee (20191021-01) (VV) 

13. Resolution to appoint Angela Jones to the BCAS Board for a 4-year term set to expire October 31, 2023 
(20191021-02) (VV) 

14. Resolution to budget ROI Fees received in the amount of $775.00 within the county coroner/medical examiner 
budget to help reimburse their out-of-pocket expenses (20191021-03) (VV) 

15. Resolution to budget the funds received from the Healthy & Active Built Environment Grant in the amount of 
$20,000 within Fund 171 – General Capital Projects. (20191021-04) (VV) 

16. Resolution budgeting funds received from a USDA Grant in the amount of $12,000 to reimburse the county for a 
patrol vehicle (20191021-05) (VV) 

17. Resolution budgeting funds from the Benton County property sale in the amount of $91,893.00 (20191021-06) 
(VV) 

18. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $7,439.90 within the sheriff’s budget (20191021-07) (VV) 

19. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $1,000 within the animal shelter budget (20191021-08) (VV) 

20. Resolution to appropriate the Pam Chmelik estate left to the animal shelter, which reverted back to the general fund 
balance at June 30th, and budget back within the animal shelter budget (20191021-09) (RCV) 

21. Resolution to appropriate the funds collected throughout the 2018-2019 fiscal year for Victim Assistance 
Assessment Fees in the amount of $13,814.51 to be remitted to the Women’s Resource Assistance Program (20191021-
10) (RCV) 

22. Resolution to appropriate the funds collected throughout the 2018-2019 fiscal year for the Drug Court Fees in the 
amount of $4,795.12 to be remitted to the State of Tennessee (20191021-11) (RCV) 

23. Resolution to appropriate and budget the remaining balance of the Health Department Tobacco Grant in the amount 
of $1,988.22 that reverted to the General Fund Balance at June 30th (20191021-12) (RCV) 

24. Resolution to appropriate the 5% Pay for Performance salary increase for the Benton County Health Department 
state employee, which the funds will be reimbursed to the county from the state (20191021-13) (RCV) 

25. Resolution to appropriate the funds in the amount of $2,018.00 from the courtroom security reserve in order to 
install two locks on the courtroom doors (20191021-14) (RCV) 

26. Resolution to appropriate funds in the amount of $51,390.25 from the unassigned general fund balance in order to 
cover the 27th pay period instead of the usual 26th due to leap year (20191021-15) (RCV) 

27. Appointing Notaries 

28. Any Other Business 

Ø Tentative Resolution to approve Bond 

29. Adjourn 

 

 

ANNOUNCING OF QUORUM BY:  CHAIRMAN WARD PLANT 
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ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN PRO-TEM 

Commissioner Rosanne Ward was nominated by Commissioner Kenneth Miller and 2nd by 
Commissioner Doug Vickers. 

Commissioner Darrell Hicks was nominated by Commissioner Ronnie Hopper and 2nd by 
Commissioner Janet Higdon. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Miller to cease 
nominations.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

Commissioner Rosanne Ward - 11 votes, Commissioner Hicks – 2 votes, 2 passes. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Frazier and seconded by Commissioner Hill in favor of 
Commissioner Rosanne Ward as PRO-TEM.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion 
Carries. 

 

PRO-TEM ELECTION 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT WARD HICKS PASS   
        

SONNY HALL 
 X X     

PHIL MELTON 
 X X     

DOUG VICKERS 
 X X     

RACHELLE HILL 
 X X     

JANET HIGDON 
 X  X    

ROSANNE WARD 
 X   X   

DARRELL HICKS 
X       

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X X     

MARY POWERS 
 X  X    

ANGIE HERN 
 X X     

DON PATTON 
 X   X   

DAYNA FERGUSON 
 X X     

KENNETH MILLER 
 X X     

ROCKY PRESSON 
X       

KELEAH DYE  X X     

NORMAN FRAZIER  X X     

GARY FURR X       

WARD PLANT 
 X X     
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APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Motion was made by Commissioner Powers and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve the 
Agenda.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries 

CITIZENS FORUM   

Leslie and Brad Ferrier wanted to show their support of the proposed plan for a Farmer’s Market.   

COMMISSIONERS FORUM 

Commissioner Hopper is concerned about the Solid Waste Board meetings and would like to get 
something scheduled soon to talk about the new recycling plan. 

Commissioner Hill asks who is in charge of scheduling meetings for the Solid Waste Board.  It 
was stated that Russell King is the Chair of that board. 

Commissioner Ward said the Loretta Lynn Website was a good site.  She also asked about new 
signs for the Patsy Cline site and who could put up the new signs. 

Commissioner Ferguson said that Highway 70 needs to be fixed. 

Mayor Lashlee discussed adding agenda items for 2 resolutions for Bond funding for projects that 
will move our county forward. The bonds were discussed in Budget Committee meetings and 
copies handed out to commissioners.  Benton County has received a CDBG (Community 
Development Block Grant) and is the determining factor in presenting the bonds at this time.  The 
Farmer’s marker and Civic Center improves intrigue for future tourists.  The Patsy Cline site will 
also have additional funds for improvement. 

The Project Engineer and Architect presented the proposed plans for the Events Complex that 
included the Farmer’s Market, Agricultural Civic Center and Events buildings.  

 

PREVIOUS MONTHS MINUTES 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hern and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson to approve 
September 2019 minutes. On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE REPORT OF PUBLIC UTILITES 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hern and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson to approve 
the Report of Public Utilities.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hern and seconded by Commissioner Dye to approve 
RESOLUTION 20191021-01.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hern and seconded by Commissioner Patton to approve 
RESOLUTION 20191021-02.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Hern and seconded by Commissioner Powers to approve 
RESOLUTION 20191021-03.   On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hern and seconded by Commissioner Hopper to approve 
RESOLUTION 20191021-04.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

 



3133 
 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson Hern seconded by Commissioner Higdon to 
approve RESOLUTION 20191021-05.   

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Patton to table 
RESOLUTION 20191021-05.  After discussion, motion was withdrawn. 

On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Frazier and seconded by Commissioner Dye to approve 
RESOLUTION 20191021-06.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Hopper and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve 
RESOLUTION 20191021-07.   

Motion was made by Commissioner Hern and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson to amend 
RESOLUTION 20191021-07 to remove the $175.00 in Miscellaneous Funds to be moved back 
to the general fund.  On a roll call vote, 6 Ayes and 9 Nays.  Motion Fails. 

On original motion, on a roll call vote, 12 Ayes and 3 Nays.  Motion Carries. 
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AMEND RESOLUTION 20191021-07 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

SONNY HALL 
 X    X  

PHIL MELTON 
 X   X   

DOUG VICKERS 
 X    X  

RACHELLE HILL 
 X    X  

JANET HIGDON 
 X    X  

ROSANNE WARD 
 X    X  

DARRELL HICKS 
X       

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X    X  

MARY POWERS 
 X    X  

ANGIE HERN 
 X X  X   

DON PATTON 
 X   X   

DAYNA FERGUSON 
 X  X X   

KENNETH MILLER 
 X    X  

ROCKY PRESSON 
X       

KELEAH DYE  X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER  X    X  

GARY FURR X       

WARD PLANT 
 X   X   
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RESOLUTION 20191021-07 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

SONNY HALL 
 X   X   

PHIL MELTON 
 X   X   

DOUG VICKERS 
 X   X   

RACHELLE HILL 
 X   X   

JANET HIGDON 
 X   X   

ROSANNE WARD 
 X   X   

DARRELL HICKS 
X       

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X X  X   

MARY POWERS 
 X   X   

ANGIE HERN 
 X  X  X  

DON PATTON 
 X    X  

DAYNA FERGUSON 
 X   X   

KENNETH MILLER 
 X   X   

ROCKY PRESSON 
X       

KELEAH DYE  X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER  X   X   

GARY FURR X       

WARD PLANT 
 X    X  
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Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Higdon to approve 
RESOLUTION 20191021-08.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve 
RESOLUTION 20191021-09.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Patton and seconded by Commissioner Hill to approve 
RESOLUTION 20191021-10.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve 
RESOLUTION 20191021-11.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Patton to approve 
RESOLUTION 20191021-12.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Powers to approve 
RESOLUTION 20191021-13.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Frazier to approve 
RESOLUTION 20191021-14.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Frazier and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson to take a 5-
minute recess.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve 
RESOLUTION 20191021-15.  On a roll call vote, 14 Ayes and 1 Pass.  Motion Carries. 

 

 



3141 
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RESOLUTION 20191021-15 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

SONNY HALL 
 X     X 

PHIL MELTON 
 X   X   

DOUG VICKERS 
 X   X   

RACHELLE HILL 
 X   X   

JANET HIGDON 
 X   X   

ROSANNE WARD 
 X   X   

DARRELL HICKS 
X       

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X   X   

MARY POWERS 
 X   X   

ANGIE HERN 
 X  X X   

DON PATTON 
 X   X   

DAYNA FERGUSON 
 X X  X   

KENNETH MILLER 
 X   X   

ROCKY PRESSON 
X       

KELEAH DYE  X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER  X   X   

GARY FURR X       

WARD PLANT 
 X   X   
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NOTARIES 

NO NOTARIES FOR OCTOBER 2019 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Motion was made by Commissioner Dye and seconded by Commissioner Ward to suspend the 
rules of order to bring up extra business.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Frazier and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve 
RESOLUTION 20191021-16.  

Motion was made by Commissioner Frazier and seconded by Commissioner Hill to Amend 
RESOLUTION 20191021-16 so that every section that says 8 Million be revised to 6 Million. 
On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hern and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson to Approve 
RESOLUTION 20191021-16 as amended.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion 
Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Hill and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve 
RESOLUTION 20191021-17.   

Motion was made by Commissioner Frazier and seconded by Commissioner Hern to amend 
RESOLUTION 20191021-17 to change anywhere it has 8 Million to 6 Million, reword line item 
I as per text provided, insert a new J as per text provided and change Original J line to be K.  On a 
roll call vote, 13 Ayes and 2 Passes.  Motion Carries. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Melton and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson to table 
RESOLUTION 20191021-17 until next month.  On a roll call vote, 3 Ayes and 12 Nays, Motion 
Fails 

Motion was made by Commissioner Frazier and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve 
RESOLUTION 20191021-17 as amended.  On a roll call vote, 12 Ayes, 1 Nay and 2 Passes.  
Motion Carries. 
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AMEND RESOLUTION 20191021-17 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

SONNY HALL 
 X   X   

PHIL MELTON 
 X     X 

DOUG VICKERS 
 X   X   

RACHELLE HILL 
 X   X   

JANET HIGDON 
 X   X   

ROSANNE WARD 
 X   X   

DARRELL HICKS 
X       

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X   X   

MARY POWERS 
 X   X   

ANGIE HERN 
 X  X X   

DON PATTON 
 X   X   

DAYNA FERGUSON 
 X     X 

KENNETH MILLER 
 X   X   

ROCKY PRESSON 
X       

KELEAH DYE  X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER  X X  X   

GARY FURR X       

WARD PLANT 
 X   X   
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TABLE RESOLUTION 20191021-17 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

SONNY HALL 
 X    X  

PHIL MELTON 
 X X  X   

DOUG VICKERS 
 X    X  

RACHELLE HILL 
 X    X  

JANET HIGDON 
 X    X  

ROSANNE WARD 
 X    X  

DARRELL HICKS 
X       

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X    X  

MARY POWERS 
 X    X  

ANGIE HERN 
 X    X  

DON PATTON 
 X   X   

DAYNA FERGUSON 
 X  X X   

KENNETH MILLER 
 X    X  

ROCKY PRESSON 
X       

KELEAH DYE  X    X  

NORMAN FRAZIER  X    X  

GARY FURR X       

WARD PLANT 
 X    X  
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RESOLUTION 20191021-17 AS AMENDED 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

SONNY HALL 
 X   X   

PHIL MELTON 
 X     X 

DOUG VICKERS 
 X   X   

RACHELLE HILL 
 X   X   

JANET HIGDON 
 X   X   

ROSANNE WARD 
 X   X   

DARRELL HICKS 
X       

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X   X   

MARY POWERS 
 X   X   

ANGIE HERN 
 X  X X   

DON PATTON 
 X     X 

DAYNA FERGUSON 
 X    X  

KENNETH MILLER 
 X   X   

ROCKY PRESSON 
X       

KELEAH DYE  X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER  X X  X   

GARY FURR X       

WARD PLANT 
 X   X   

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Vickers and seconded by Commissioner Hopper to approve 
RESOLUTION 20191021-18.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Chairman Plant asked for prayers for Bill Kee and Commissioner Gary Furr. 

Raymond Barnes, BCES Manager, read TCA 7-52-108 to the commissioners about the 
appointment of the Benton County Electric Company Board members.  He believes the plan act 
intended for only one Commissioner from the governing body be appointed to the board.  Mayor 
Lashlee disagreed saying he believes the intention of the TCA Code is to ensure at least one 
commissioner is to serve on the board but no limited to only one. Mayor Lashlee said that Mr. 
Barnes is more than welcome to challenge his decision. 

Sheriff Kenny Christopher addressed his concerns about the reimbursement or new money to 
cover the $175.00 that was amended out of the Drug Court Fees. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Miller to 
adjourn this meeting.  Meeting was adjourned. 

WANDA MALIN, COUNTY CLERK, DO CERTIFY THIS TO BE A TRUE AND 
COMPLETE COPY OF THE OCTOBER 21, 2019 BENTON COUNTY COMMISSION 
MEETING. 

 

___________________________________   _________________________________ 

         BRETT LASHLEE, MAYOR      WANDA MALIN, COUNTY CLERK 


