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BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETNG 

SEPTEMBER 16, 2019 

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT ON SEPTEMBER 16, 2019, THAT THE BENTON COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS MET IN REGULAR SESSION AT THE BENTON COUNTY 

COURTHOUSE @ 6:00 PM. 

 

AGENDA 
 
 
 
Opening of meeting was by Sheriff Kenny Christopher. 
 
Invocation was led by 6rd District Commissioner Darrell Hicks and Pledge of Allegiance was led 
by 1st District Commissioner Ward Plant. 
 
 

ROLL CALL BY CHIEF DEPUTY CLERK DONNA MELTON 
             ===============================================================  

MEMBERS PRESENT:       COMMISSIONERS ABSENT -  ANGIE HERN   

DIST. 2  DAYNA FERGUSON KENNETH MILLER  ROCKY PRESSON 

DIST. 3 KELEAH DYE  NORMAN FRAZIER  GARY FURR 

DIST. 4 DOUG VICKERS  SONNY HALL  PHIL MELTON 

DIST. 5 RACHELLE HILL     ROSANNE WARD  

DIST. 6  DARRELL HICKS  RONNIE HOPPER   MARY POWERS 

DIST. 1     DON PATTON  WARD PLANT     

 ================================================================     
 

 

AGENDA 
 

1. Opening of Meeting by Sheriff or his appointee. 

2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Roll Call by County Clerk or Chief Deputy 

4. Announcing of Quorum by County Clerk, Wanda Malin 

5. Appointment of 5th District Commissioner 

6. Election of Chairman 

7. Election of Chairman Pro-Tem 

8. Approval of Agenda 

9. Citizens Forum 

10. Commissioners Forum 

11. Approval of Minutes 

12. Report of Public Utilities  

13. Resolution to appoint Darrell Hicks and Alice Douglas to the Parks & Rec board for a 3-year term set to expire on October 1, 

2022 (20190916-01)  (VV) 
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14. Resolution to appoint Mike Stockdale to the E-911 Board for a 4-year term set to expire on October 1, 2023 )20190916-02) 

  (VV) 

15. Resolution to approve Benton County Broadband Ready Communities Policy (20190916-03) (VV) 

16. Resolution approving and implementing the proposed Benton County Recycling Plan and working towards developing the plan 

into a successful long-term program for the Benton County Citizens (20190916-04)  (VV) 

17. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $887.02 within the Animal Shelter’s budget (20190916-05)  (VV) 

18. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $19,869.29 within the Sheriff’s budget (20190916-06)  (VV) 

19. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $2,800 within the county buildings maintenance budget (20190916-07) 

 (VV) 

20. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $36,000 received from a State Education Grant within the schools’ budget 

(20190916-08)  (VV) 

21. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $26,450 received from insurance recovery within the schools’ budget (20190916-

09)   (VV) 

22. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $140,000 received from a School Resource Officer Grant within the schools’ 

budget (20190916-10)  (VV) 

23. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $52,317.20 received from the Transition School to Work Grant within the schools’ 

budget (20190916-11)   (VV) 

24. Resolution to amend the 2018-2022 Benton County Rules of Order (20190916-12) (RCV) 

25. Appointing Notaries 

26. Any Other Business  

27. Adjourn 

 

ANNOUNCING OF QUORUM BY:  COUNTY CLERK WANDA MALIN 
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APPOINTMENT OF 5TH DISTRICT COMMISSIONER 

Commissioner Hill nominated Angela Jones 

Commissioner Hicks nominated Janet Higdon 

On a roll call vote Janet Higdon 10 votes and Angela Jones 6 votes.  Janet Higdon is the new 5th 
District Commissioner.   

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Dye to take a 5 
minute recess to swear in the new 5th district Commissioner. 

County Clerk Wanda Malin swore in Janet Higdon. 

 

5th DISTRICT COMMISSIONER VOTE 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT JONES HIGDON    
        

KELEAH DYE 
 X  X    

NORMAN FRAZIER 
 X X     

GARY FURR 
 X X     

SONNY HALL 
 X  X    

PHIL MELTON 
 X X     

DOUG VICKERS 
 X  X    

RACHELLE HILL 
 X X     

 
       

ROSANNE WARD 
 X X     

DARRELL HICKS 
 X  X    

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X  X    

MARY POWERS 
 X  X    

ANGIE HERN 
X       

DON PATTON 
 X  X    

DAYNA FERGUSON  X X     

KENNETH MILLER  X  X    

ROCKY PRESSON  X  X    

WARD PLANT 
 X  X    
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ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

Commissioner Powers nominated Commissioner Ward Plant and was seconded by Commissioner 
Gary Furr.  

Commissioner Presson was nominated by Commissioner Hill and declined and Commissioner 
Ward was nominated by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hill and 
declined. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Patton and seconded by Commissioner Hopper to cease 
nominations.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye to elect Commissioner Ward Plant as the 
new Chairman. 

ELECTION OF PRO-TEM 

Commissioner Hopper nominated Commissioner Darrell Hicks and was seconded by 
Commissioner Mary Powers. 

Commissioner Miller nominated Commissioner Rosanne Ward and was seconded by 
Commissioner Hill. 

On a roll call vote, Commissioner Hicks 7 votes, Commissioner Ward 8 votes and 2 Pass.  
Commissioner Rosanne Ward is the new Pro-Tem. 

ELECTION OF PRO-TEM 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT HICKS WARD PASS     
        

KELEAH DYE 
 X X     

NORMAN FRAZIER 
 X  X    

GARY FURR 
 X  X    

SONNY HALL 
 X  X    

PHIL MELTON 
 X  X    

DOUG VICKERS 
 X  X    

RACHELLE HILL 
 X  X    

JANET HIGDON 
 X X     

ROSANNE WARD 
 X   X   

DARRELL HICKS 
 X   X   

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X X     

MARY POWERS 
 X X     

ANGIE HERN 
X       

DON PATTON 
 X X     

DAYNA FERGUSON  X  X    

KENNETH MILLER  X  X    

ROCKY PRESSON  X X     

WARD PLANT 
 X X     
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APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Motion was made by Commissioner Dye and seconded by Commissioner Hill to approve the 
Agenda.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries 

CITIZENS FORUM   

Mark Florence, Benton County School Superintendent, wanted to make the Commissioner aware 
that the school budget report card will be coming out soon and if anyone has questions feel free to 
contact him. 

COMMISSIONERS FORUM 

Commissioner Presson shared some information about Waste Management contract and fees that 
could be imposed on citizens. 

Commissioner Hopper also is concerned about Waste Management and would like to get 
something started to look into the issues. 

Commissioner Hicks said he has been asked about the 10% raise for the Sheriff’s Department.  It 
seems they only received an 8% raise and some employees didn’t receive that.  The issue was 
discussed and will be looked into. 

Commissioner Frazier said in the last couple years he has been hearing about TVA dredging and 
water access issues.  He spoke with TVA and they said that avenue has been researched multiple 
times and the cost effectiveness is overwhelming and that it could cost millions. 

Commissioner Ward wanted to thank everyone that voted for her. 

Mayor Lashlee asked that you keep Bill Kee and Allen Kee in your prayers. 

Mayor Lashlee said that the County Property sale was a huge success. 

 

PREVIOUS MONTHS MINUTES 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hall to approve 
August 2019 minutes. On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

APPROVAL OF THE REPORT OF PUBLIC UTILITES 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Powers to approve 
the Report of Public Utilities.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

Motion was made by Commissioner Patton and seconded by Commissioner Frazier to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190916-01.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Patton and seconded by Commissioner Dye to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190916-02.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Patton and seconded by Commissioner Powers to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190916-03.  

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Frazier to amend 
RESOLUTION 20190916-03 to revise section 2 paragraph 2 item B to read 0 dollars not 100 
dollars.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Dye and seconded by Commissioner Miller to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190916-03 as amended.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion 
Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hopper to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190916-04.   

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hill to amend 
RESOLUTION 20190916-04 to say that the Tennessee Vocational Rehabilitation Center will 
receive the aluminum cans from the recycling program.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  
Motion Carries. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hill and seconded by Commissioner Hopper to amend 
RESOLUTION 20190916-04 to remove the “and 3” verbiage in the last paragraph.  On a voice 
vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Miller to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190916-04 as amended.  On a roll call vote, 14 Ayes and 3 Nays.  Motion 
Carries. 
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RESOLUTION 20190916-04 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

KELEAH DYE 
 X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER 
 X   X   

GARY FURR 
 X   X   

SONNY HALL 
 X    X  

PHIL MELTON 
 X    X  

DOUG VICKERS 
 X   X   

RACHELLE HILL 
 X   X   

JANET HIGDON 
 X   X   

ROSANNE WARD 
 X   X   

DARRELL HICKS 
 X   X   

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X   X   

MARY POWERS 
 X   X   

ANGIE HERN 
X       

DON PATTON 
 X    X  

DAYNA FERGUSON  X X  X   

KENNETH MILLER  X  X X   

ROCKY PRESSON  X   X   

WARD PLANT 
 X   X   

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson Hill seconded by Commissioner Patton to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190916-05.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Powers and seconded by Commissioner Hopper to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190916-06.  

Sheriff Kenny Christopher pulled RESOLUTION 20190916-06 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Miller and seconded by Commissioner Hill to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190916-07.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Miller to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190916-08.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Patton to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190916-09.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Miller to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190916-10.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Patton to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190916-11.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Hill and seconded by Commissioner Hicks to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190916-12.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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NOTARIES 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hicks and seconded by Commissioner Dye to approve 
Notaries for SEPTEMBER 2019.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

GENEVA REED  MARILYN FOWLER 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Dye and seconded by Commissioner Hill to suspend the 
rules of order to bring up RESOLUTION 20190916-13, RESOLUTION 20190916-14, and 
RESOLUTION 20190916-15.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Frazier and seconded by Commissioner Hicks to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190916-13.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Frazier and seconded by Commissioner Hill to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190916-14.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hicks to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190916-15.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

 

Mayor Lashlee asked everyone to keep Phil Hollis in their prayers. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Frazier to 
adjourn this meeting.  Meeting was adjourned. 

WANDA MALIN, COUNTY CLERK, DO CERTIFY THIS TO BE A TRUE AND 
COMPLETE COPY OF THE SEPTEMBER 16, 2019 BENTON COUNTY COMMISSION 
MEETING. 

 

___________________________________   _________________________________ 

         BRETT LASHLEE, MAYOR      WANDA MALIN, COUNTY CLERK 


