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BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETNG 

September 17, 2018 

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT ON SEPTEMBER 17, 2018, THAT THE BENTON COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS MET IN REGULAR SESSION AT THE BENTON COUNTY 

COURTHOUSE @ 6:00 PM. 

 

AGENDA 

1. Opening of Meeting by Sheriff or his appointee. 
2. Invocation was led by Reverend Troy Redmond and Pledge of Allegiance was led by Tyson Pierce 

Arnold, 8th grader from Holladay Jr. High School.   
3. Roll call by Chief Deputy Clerk Donna Melton. 

================================================================================================ 

MEMBERS PRESENT:     COMMISSIONERS ABSENT – JERRY BRANDON 

DIST. 3 KELEAH DYE  NORMAN FRAZIER  GARY FURR 

DIST. 4    SONNY HALL  PHIL MELTON 

DIST. 5  ROSANNE WARD  BILL KEE   RACHELLE HILL 

DIST. 6  DARRYL HICKS  MARY POWERS  RONNIE HOPPER 

DIST. 1  ANGIE HERN  DON PATTON  WARD PLANT   

DIST. 2  ROCKY PRESSON  DAYNA FERGUSON KENNETH MILLER 

 

================================================================================================ 

4. Announcing of Quorum by Chief Deputy Clerk Donna Melton. 
5. Election of Chairman 
6. Election of Chairman Pro-Tem 
7. Proclamation of appreciation for County Commissioners. 
8. Approval of the Agenda.     
9. Citizens Forum. 
10. Commissioners Forum. 
11. Approval of previous month’s minutes. 
12. Report of Public Utilities. 
13. Approval of the Benton County Employee Insurance Renewal with BlueCross BlueShield. 
14. Resolution agreement for professional airport services with A2H, Inc. for 5 years (0917-

01). 
15. Resolution appointing three new members, Ward Plant, Justin Thornton and Jan Hendrix 

to the Benton-Decatur Sewer Board for a 4-year term set to expire October 1, 2022 (0917-
02). 

16. Resolution appointing Mary Powers to the Board of Public Utilities for a 4-year term set 
to expire October 1, 2022 (0917-03). 

17. Resolution to appoint a new county attorney, Shon Debrock Johnson from Henry County, 
for a 4-year term set to expire October 1, 2022 (0917-04). 

18. Resolution to re-establish a Benton County Animal Shelter Board with 5 board members 
for a 4-year term set to expire October 1, 2022 (0917-05). 
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19. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $427.50 within the library budget (0917-06). 
20. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $160.00 within the animal shelter budget 

(0917-07). 
21. Resolution budgeting the TDOT Courthouse Improvement Grant funds reimbursed in the 

amount of $47,617.00 within Fund 178-Capital Outlay Note/Capital Projects (0917-08). 
22. Resolution budgeting Read to be Ready Grant funds in the amount of $10,000 within the 

school’s budget (0917-09). 
23. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $5,230.22 within the Sheriff’s Budget (0917-

10). 
24. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $2,009.40 within the Sheriff’s budget (0917-

11). 
25. Resolution appropriating the Pam Chamelik Estate funds in the amount of $45,269.09 that 

reverted back to the Unassigned General Fund Balance at fiscal year-end and budgeting 
within the Animal Shelter Budget (0917-12). 

26. Resolution appropriating funds in the amount of $4,782.61 from the Unassigned Fund 
Balance in order to purchase the County Clerk’s Office new filing cabinets (0917-13). 

27. Resolution appropriating funds in the amount of $14,069.01 from the Unassigned Fund 
Balance within the County General Fund for the Victim Assistance Assessment fees 
collected during the 2017-2018 fiscal year and remit to the Women’s Resource Assistance 
Program (0917-14). 

28. Appointing Notaries. 
29. Any other business. 
30. Adjourn. 

 

First order of business is to elect a Chairman and a Pro-Tem 

 

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

Nominations were open by Chair Wanda Malin. 

Nominees were Ward Plant, Brett Lashlee and Phil Melton. 

Ward Plant was nominated by Don Patton and seconded by Ronnie Hopper. 

Brett Lashlee was nominated by Darrell Hicks and seconded by Mary Powers. 

Mayor Brett Lashlee respectfully passed on his nomination. 

Phil Melton was nominated by Rosanne Ward and seconded by Sonny Hall. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Don Patton and seconded by Commissioner Hern to cease 
nominations. 
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CHAIRMAN ELECTION 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT 
WARD 
PLANT 

PHIL 
MELTON PASS   

        

KELEAH DYE 
 X X     

NORMAN FRAZIER 
 X  X    

GARY FURR 
 X  X    

JERRY BRANDON 
X       

SONNY HALL 
 X  X    

PHIL MELTON 
 X   X   

ROSANNE WARD 
 X  X    

BILL KEE 
 X  X    

RACHELLE HILL 
 X X     

DARRELL HICKS 
 X X     

MARY POWERS 
 X X     

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X X     

ANGIE HERN 
 X X     

 
DON PATTON 

 X X     

WARD PLANT  X X     

ROCKY PRESSON  X X     

DAYNA FERGUSON  X  X    

KENNETH MILLER 
 X X     

 
Ward Plant changed his vote from pass to a vote for Ward Plant. 
With 10 votes for Ward Plant and 6 votes for Phil Melton and one Pass vote, Ward Plant 
is elected Chairman. 
 
Chairman Plant thanked everyone for their votes and vows to be fair to everyone and to 
go by the rules. 
 
 
ELECTION OF PRO-TEM 
 
Nominations were opened for Pro-Tem. 
 
Nominees are Norman Frazier and Darrell Hicks. 
 
Norman Frazier was nominated by Rachelle Hill and seconded by Angie Hern 
 
Darrell Hicks was nominated by Angie Hern and seconded by Keleah Dye. 
 
Nominations were closed. 
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PRO-TEM ELECTION #1 VOTE 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT FRAZIER HICKS PASS   
        

KELEAH DYE 
 X  X    

NORMAN FRAZIER 
 X   X   

GARY FURR 
 X X     

JERRY BRANDON 
X       

SONNY HALL 
 X X     

PHIL MELTON 
 X X     

ROSANNE WARD 
 X X     

BILL KEE 
 X   X   

RACHELLE HILL 
 X X     

DARRELL HICKS 
 X   X   

MARY POWERS 
 X  X    

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X  X    

ANGIE HERN 
 X  X    

 
DON PATTON 

 X  X    

WARD PLANT  X  X    

ROCKY PRESSON  X  X    

DAYNA FERGUSON  X X     

KENNETH MILLER 
 X  X    

 
 
Norman Frazier received 6 votes and Darrell Hicks received 8 votes and 3 Passes.  No 
one is elected and a second vote is required. 
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PRO-TEM ELECTION VOTE #2 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT FRAZIER HICKS PASS   
        

KELEAH DYE 
 X  X    

NORMAN FRAZIER 
 X   X   

GARY FURR 
 X X     

JERRY BRANDON 
X       

SONNY HALL 
 X X     

PHIL MELTON 
 X X     

ROSANNE WARD 
 X X     

BILL KEE 
 X   X   

RACHELLE HILL 
 X X     

DARRELL HICKS 
 X   X   

MARY POWERS 
 X  X    

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X  X    

ANGIE HERN 
 X  X    

 
DON PATTON 

 X  X    

WARD PLANT  X  X    

ROCKY PRESSON  X  X    

DAYNA FERGUSON  X X     

KENNETH MILLER 
 X  X    

 
Norman Frazier received 6 votes and Darrell Hicks received 8 votes and 3 Passes.  
Pro-Tem must receive at least 10 votes to pass. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Presson to 
suspend the Pro-Tem election until the October Meeting.  On a roll call vote, 10 Ayes, 3 
Nays and 4 Pass.  Motion Carries. 
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PRO-TEM ELECTION SUSPENDED 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

KELEAH DYE 
 X     X 

NORMAN FRAZIER 
 X     X 

GARY FURR 
 X     X 

JERRY BRANDON 
X       

SONNY HALL 
 X   X   

PHIL MELTON 
 X   X   

ROSANNE WARD 
 X   X   

BILL KEE 
 X     X 

RACHELLE HILL 
 X   X   

DARRELL HICKS 
 X    X  

MARY POWERS 
 X    X  

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X    X  

ANGIE HERN 
 X   X   

 
DON PATTON 

 X   X   

WARD PLANT  X   X   

ROCKY PRESSON  X  X X   

DAYNA FERGUSON  X X  X   

KENNETH MILLER 
 X   X   

 
 
 
RECOGNITION OF PAST COMMISSIONERS 
 
Chairman Plant turned the meeting over to Mayor Lashlee for the Proclamation of 
Appreciations of past Commissioners. 
 
Mayor Lashlee called Trey Smith, Jimmy Wiseman, Brett Rogers, Bob Smith and Lyle 
Vanlew to the commissioner podium.  Mayor Lashlee wanted to recognize and commend 
the following commissioners: 
 
Commissioner Trey Smith for 4 years as District 1 Commissioner and Budget Committee 
Chairman. 
 
Commissioner Jimmy Wiseman for 8 years as District 2 Commissioner and 4 years 
served as County Mayor and 16 years served as Register of Deeds. 
 
Commissioner Brett Rogers for 8 years as District 3 Commissioner. 
 
Commissioner Bob Smith for 1 year as District 5 Commissioner. 
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Commissioner Lyle Vanlew for 4 years as District 6 Commissioner and Commissioned 
Chaplain. 
 
 
Whereas Benton County would like to present these commissioners with a certificate of Appreciation and 
recognition of the valuable community service they have graciously provided to the County, therefore, on 
this 17 day of September 2018 (Constitution Day), Benton County would like to present to Trey Smith, 
Jimmy Wiseman, Brett Rogers, Bob Smith and Lyle Vanlew with a certificate of appreciation and 
recognition of the dedication and service to Benton County, which will never be forgotten. 
 
Signed, 
 
Brett W. Lashlee. 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Motion was made by Commissioner Mary Powers and seconded by Commissioner Don Patton to 
approve the agenda.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

CITIZENS FORUM   

Bonnie Evans spoke about spraying of the weeds along the road sides. 

Ellona Bateman Lee asked why the Animal Shelter job was not posted and is there still going to 
be animal rescues.  She also asked about the experience requirements for the Animal Control 
Officer. 

Horace Bell spoke about weedy areas in his district needing mowed and issues surrounding the 
Courthouse Project and the handicap parking. 

Wesley Tarr from the 2nd district supports the commissioners and thinks the commissioners 
should study Robert’s Rules of Order. 

COMMISSIONERS FORUM 

Commissioner Rachelle Hill commented about the May 21, 2018 that Resolution 0521-02 
proposed to decrease the size of the commission to 12 but the motion failed.  At the June 18 
meeting Trey Smith asked the Commission to reconsider that resolution.  Despite objections 
pointing out that this was improper, the Chair allowed this and the resolution was passed.  
Roberts Rules of Order clearly state that someone on the prevailing side must make the motion 
and it must be made the same day as the previous motion.  T.C.A. 5-5-203a reads, “Any law, 
private act or general act of local application in conflict with any provision of this chapter and 
chapters 1 and 6 of this title is hereby repealed.”  Let the minutes reflect that due to the improper 
manner in which resolution was passed it is hereby repealed with no further action required. 

Commissioner Rachelle Hill then added comments concerning 75 Java Lane…T.C.A. 5-1-115 
states that a county may adopt a private act to remedy properties that are found to endanger the 
health, safety or welfare of other citizens, or to encourage the infestation of rats and other harmful 
animals.  Resolution 1117-02 was passed by Benton County Commissioner on 11-17-2003.  The 
steps required to allow the Mayor’s Office to hire a private company to rectify the situation have 
been completed several times.  This commissioner requests that the Mayor move with haste to 
serve the citizens that have had to live next to this property without relief or aid from their county 
government and clean up this property. 

Commissioner Gary Furr asked who would be responsible to notify the county about 75 Java lane 
and the clean-up needed there. 
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Mayor Lashlee said the law enforcement committee needs to be informed on the issue of 75 Java 
Lane.  The mayor says this is a grave concern to him and that we are going to clean up the county. 

Mayor Lashlee responded to Mr. Horace Bell on his concerns about the courthouse to please 
attend the October Meeting.  Mayor Lashlee will have a proposal on this issue. 

Mayor Lashlee responded to Wesley Tarr that training on Robert’s Rules of Order for the 
Commissioners. 

Mayor Lashlee responded to Ellona Bateman Lee that normally no notice is given to employees 
that are going to be terminated.  Sharon Nields was appointed interim Director because, along 
with her other qualifications, she has the heart to do the job. 

APPROVE THE PREVIOUS MONTHS MINUTES 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hicks and seconded by Commissioner Powers to approve 
August 2018 Minutes.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

APPROVAL OF THE REPORT OF PUBLIC UTILITES 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hopper and seconded by Commissioner Patton to approve 
the Report of Public Utilities.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

APPROVAL OF BLUECROSS BLUE SHIELD EMPLOYEE INSURANCE 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hern and seconded by Commissioner Frazier to approve the 
Employee Insurance with BlueCross BlueShield of TN.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  
Motion carries. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

Motion was made by Commissioner Frazier and seconded by Commissioner Powers to approve 
RESOLUTION 0917-01. On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Hern and seconded by Commissioner Hicks to approve 
RESOLUTION 0917-02.   On a roll call vote, 16 Ayes and 1 Pass.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

RESOLUTION 0917-02 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

KELEAH DYE 
 X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER 
 X   X   

GARY FURR 
 X   X   

JERRY BRANDON 
X       

SONNY HALL 
 X   X   

PHIL MELTON 
 X   X   

ROSANNE WARD 
 X   X   

BILL KEE 
 X     X 

RACHELLE HILL 
 X   X   

DARRELL HICKS 
 X  X X   

MARY POWERS 
 X   X   

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X   X   

ANGIE HERN 
 X X  X   

 
DON PATTON 

 X   X   

WARD PLANT  X   X   

ROCKY PRESSON  X   X   

DAYNA FERGUSON  X   X   

KENNETH MILLER 
 X   X   
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Motion was made by Commissioner Hopper and seconded by Commissioner Hicks to approve 
RESOLUTION 0917-03.   On a roll call vote, 10 Ayes, 3 Nays and 4 Pass.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION 0917-03 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

KELEAH DYE 
 X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER 
 X     X 

GARY FURR 
 X   X   

JERRY BRANDON 
X       

SONNY HALL 
 X    X  

PHIL MELTON 
 X     X 

ROSANNE WARD 
 X    X  

BILL KEE 
 X     X 

RACHELLE HILL 
 X   X   

DARRELL HICKS 
 X  X X   

MARY POWERS 
 X     X 

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X X  X   

ANGIE HERN 
 X   X   

 
DON PATTON 

 X   X   

WARD PLANT  X   X   

ROCKY PRESSON  X   X   

DAYNA FERGUSON  X    X  

KENNETH MILLER 
 X   X   
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Motion was made by Commissioner Hern and seconded by Commissioner Patton to approve 
RESOLUTION 0917-04.    

Attorney Phil Hollis thanked the commissioners for the last 7 ½ years and that the choice of the 
county attorney is chosen by the County Mayor. 

Commissioner Ward thinks the County Attorney should be a local attorney.  She also doesn’t 
agree with a 4-year term. 

Commissioner Hill thinks we should choose an impartial attorney from outside the county. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hill and seconded by Commissioner Ward to defer 
Resolution 0917-04 until next month. 

Commissioner Hicks asked if the Attorney will attend monthly meetings and will he be charging 
the County for the time he is at meetings. 

Commissioner Hill and Commissioner Ward withdrew motion. 

Commissioner Kee thinks property will increase is we have to pay more for the attorney. 

Commissioner Ferguson thinks this should advertised and it should only be a 1-year term. 

Commissioner Ward would like to hear from local attorneys before hiring out of county. 

Commissioner Powers said the County Handbook says it is the Mayor’s choice with the 
Commission approval. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Presson and seconded by Commissioner Hopper to table this 
resolution until next month. 

Mayor Lashlee says he will not advertise and he is going to contract Mr. Johnson as the County 
Attorney whether the commission likes it or not. 

Mr. Shon Johnson arrived at the meeting and is taking questions from the Commission. 

Commissioner Presson withdrew his motion. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ward and seconded by Commissioner Hall to table this 
resolution until next month.  On a roll call vote, 8 Ayes and 9 Nays.  Motion Fails. 
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Table Resolution 0917-04 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

KELEAH DYE 
 X    X  

NORMAN FRAZIER 
 X   X   

GARY FURR 
 X   X   

JERRY BRANDON 
X       

SONNY HALL 
 X  X X   

PHIL MELTON 
 X   X   

ROSANNE WARD 
 X X  X   

BILL KEE 
 X   X   

RACHELLE HILL 
 X    X  

DARRELL HICKS 
 X    X  

MARY POWERS 
 X    X  

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X    X  

ANGIE HERN 
 X    X  

 
DON PATTON 

 X   X   

WARD PLANT  X    X  

ROCKY PRESSON  X    X  

DAYNA FERGUSON  X   X   

KENNETH MILLER 
 X    X  

 

Mayor Lashlee pulled RESOLUTION 0917-04.  Mr. Phil Hollis will be County Attorney until the 
new attorney is appointed.  This resolution will be brought back up in the October 2018 meeting. 

 

 

 

Commissioner Powers motioned for a 10-minute recess, seconded by Commissioner Frazier. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Hicks and seconded by Commissioner Dye to approve 
RESOLUTION 0917-05.  On a roll call vote, 14 Ayes and 3 Nays.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

RESOLUTION 0917-05 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

KELEAH DYE 
 X  X X   

NORMAN FRAZIER 
 X   X   

GARY FURR 
 X   X   

JERRY BRANDON 
X       

SONNY HALL 
 X   X   

PHIL MELTON 
 X    X  

ROSANNE WARD 
 X    X  

BILL KEE 
 X    X  

RACHELLE HILL 
 X   X   

DARRELL HICKS 
 X X  X   

MARY POWERS 
 X   X   

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X   X   

ANGIE HERN 
 X   X   

 
DON PATTON 

 X   X   

WARD PLANT  X   X   

ROCKY PRESSON  X   X   

DAYNA FERGUSON  X   X   

KENNETH MILLER 
 X      



2918 
 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hern to combine 
RESOLUTIONS 0917-06 – 0917-11.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye. Motion Carries. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve as 
combined RESOLUTIONS 0917-06 – 0917-11.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 
Motion Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hall to approve 
RESOLUTION 0917-12.  

Motion was made by Commissioner Ward and seconded by Commissioner Hicks to amend 
RESOLUTION 0917-12 to correct the spelling of the last name to Chmelik.  On a voice vote, all 
present voted Aye.  Motion carries. 

To approve RESOLUTION 0917-12 as amended, On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  
Motion carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Frazier and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson to approve 
RESOLUTION 0917-13.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion carries. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hall to approve 
RESOLUTION 0917-14.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion carries. 

 

 

 

NOTARIES 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Frazier to approve 
SEPTEMBER 2018 Notaries.  On a roll call vote, all present voted AYE.  Motion carries. 

SHIRLEY MORGAN ASHLEY TRAVIS RITA GINTHER RON LANE 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve 
the Bond for the Sherry Beasley in the Trustee’s Office.  On a roll call vote, all present voted 
Aye.  Motion carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve 
the name change on the County credit card from Barry Barnett to Brett Lashley.  On a roll call 
vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion carries. 

Commissioner Frazier advised the commission that the Library roof may be leaking. 

Commissioner Ward advised the commission that the Rules of Order say the commissioners will 
be paid if they attended a committee meeting even if there wasn’t enough present for a quorum. 

Sheriff Kenny Christopher advised that funds will be needed for 2 resource officers and that he 
will have figures together for the next meeting. 

Mark Florence, Director of Schools, advised the commission on the funds for the 2 school 
resource officers needed for the schools. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Frazier to 
adjourn this meeting.  Meeting was adjourned. 

WANDA MALIN, COUNTY CLERK, DO CERTIFY THIS TO BE A TRUE AND 
COMPLETECOPY OF THE SEPTEMBER, 2018 BENTON COUNTY COMMISSION 
MEETING. 

 

 


